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Who Ate My Donut ?

Megabits Lost and Found…
Real numbers of 

customer-to-customer traffic ...
Peter Cohen, Tier 1 Research
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Overview...
• Mbs of traffic from “Content” to an ISP

• All anonymous from the End user’s side

• Collected a bunch, showing 5 here

• Customer <--> Customer traffic (of someone!)

• Probably saves everyone on transit

• Definitely costs someone’s upstream a lot of 
dough...

• Could be/is costing someone a fiber patch or is on 
the public fabric + a router port and in some cases 
an international circuit of some type
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What does all this mean?

• Lots of things... All subjective !

• Upstreams lose revenue from their customers 
peering --- duh

• End user networks get better reachability/
performance/etc... to Yahoo, CDNs, News, etc... 

• In many cases... there is no way existing 
upstreams could handle the data if ISP’s gave 
those CDN’s a “pay or else ultimatum OR... Vice 
Versa !” aka... The Dance Of Death!
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Comments/Questions?

• peter@retep.com

• Skype/Aim/yahoo -petercohen66

• Irc #ix  peter
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